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Dear MP’s Name

I am writing to follow up on my previous correspondence about the Government's Health Bill and its proposal to abolish local Healthwatch organisations, including Healthwatch North Yorkshire.

Since I last wrote, the Bill has continued its progress through Parliament, but I remain concerned about the impact these changes could have on public confidence and trust.

The Government has said responsibility for gathering people's feedback and experiences will continue under the proposed arrangements. However, I believe the key issue is not simply who gathers feedback, but whether people feel confident speaking openly in the first place.

Many people value having an organisation that is independent from the NHS and local councils. Some people are more willing to share concerns, complaints and difficult experiences when they know the organisation listening is separate from those responsible for providing, planning or paying for care.

I am concerned that removing an independent organisation could make it harder for some people to speak up and could reduce confidence that experiences and concerns will be heard objectively.

This is particularly important for people who already face barriers to being heard, including those living in rural communities, carers, disabled people and others whose experiences may otherwise go unheard.

As my MP, I would be grateful if you could:

· Raise concerns about the proposal to abolish independent local Healthwatch organisations.

· Seek assurances that people will continue to have access to an independent organisation they can approach with concerns, complaints and experiences of health and social care.

· Ask how public confidence in the independence of the process will be maintained if these proposals go ahead.

Thank you again for taking the time to consider this issue. I would welcome an update on your views and any action you intend to take as the Bill progresses.

Yours sincerely,

[Your name]
